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Composed by George Frideric Handel, “Joy To The World” was initially not intended to be a Christmas carol. The melody we associate with the song today was adapted by Lowell Mason in the 19th century from Handel’s work. The result is a piece that radiates exuberance and has become a staple in holiday celebrations around the world.




For those just starting their piano journey, “Joy To The World” can be an accessible piece to learn. The song’s simple and repetitive melody, combined with a straightforward chord progression, makes it an excellent choice for beginners. Focus on mastering the basic hand positions and chord changes, and you’ll be able to play a charming rendition of this classic in no time.
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                                                            Jesus Christ the Apple Tree
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																“Jesus Christ the Apple Tree” is a popular English hymn that dates back to the 18th century. The lyrics of this hymn are often attributed to an unknown author. It is sometimes referred to as “The Apple-Tree Song” or simply “The Apple Tree.” The hymn uses the metaphor of an apple tree to represent Jesus Christ, drawing parallels between the …

                                                            

																												                                                    

												                                            

                                        

                                    

                                																	                                    
                                        
                                            
												
												                                                
													
													                                                        
                                                            Silent Night
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																“Silent Night” (German: “Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht”) is one of the most beloved and well-known Christmas carols worldwide. It was composed by Franz Xaver Gruber, with lyrics written by Joseph Mohr. The carol was first performed in the small Austrian village of Oberndorf on Christmas Eve in 1818. Gruber’s “Silent Night” remains a timeless gem in the world of Christmas …
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																Frank Loesser wrote “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” in 1944. The song features a playful and flirtatious duet between a man (referred to as “the Wolf” in the original sheet music) and a woman (referred to as “the Mouse”). In the song, the woman is expressing her reluctance to leave the man’s company due to the cold weather outside, while the …

                                                            

																												                                                    

												                                            

                                        

                                    

                                																	                                    
                                        
                                            
												
												                                                
													
													                                                        
                                                            While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																The hymn “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” is a classic Christmas carol with a rich history. It is commonly sung to the tune “Winchester Old,” and the lyrics are attributed to Irish hymnist Nahum Tate. The carol is based on the account of the shepherds receiving the angelic announcement of the birth of Jesus from the Gospel of Luke in …
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																“What Child Is This?” is a Christmas carol with lyrics written by William Chatterton Dix in 1865. The lyrics are set to the tune of the traditional English folk song “Greensleeves.” The carol focuses on the birth of Jesus Christ and reflects on the significance of His arrival. To play “What Child Is This” on the piano, a pianist should …
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																Liszt’s “Slumber Song” is a lovely and tranquil piano composition that showcases the composer’s ability to create delicate and melodic pieces. Although Liszt is often associated with virtuosic and dramatic works, “Slumber Song” is a departure from his more grandiose style, offering a gentle and soothing musical experience. This composition is part of Liszt’s collection titled “Weihnachtsbaum” (The Christmas Tree), …
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																“All Praise to Jesus’ Hallowed Name” is a Christian hymn with lyrics written by Thomas Kelly in the early 19th century. The hymn is often set to the melody “Dix,” composed by Conrad Kocher. The text of the hymn focuses on praising the name of Jesus and acknowledging His role as Savior and Lord. When playing “All Praise to Jesus’ …

                                                            

																												                                                    

												                                            

                                        

                                    

                                																	                                    
                                        
                                            
												
												                                                
													
													                                                        
                                                            Let Our Gladness Have No End
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																“Let Our Gladness Have No End” is a hymn that celebrates joy and gratitude and a great addition to your Christmas song list! “Let Our Gladness Have No End” is a delightful addition to any pianist’s repertoire. Its joyful and celebratory nature makes it an uplifting piece to play, and with dedication and practice, intermediate to advanced pianists can bring …
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																Bartók’s Romanian Christmas Songs is a delightful collection comprising six pieces, each a musical gem reflecting the festive traditions of Romania. The composer’s keen interest in folk music is evident in the use of modal scales, rhythmic intricacies, and the incorporation of rustic dance elements. From the lively and celebratory “Dance of the Bagpipes” to the contemplative and haunting “Pillow …
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																“Jingle Bells” is one of the most well-known and beloved Christmas songs worldwide. It was composed by James Lord Pierpont and was published under the title “One Horse Open Sleigh” in 1857. “Jingle Bells” is a jolly and upbeat song that captures the spirit of the holiday season. Its simple yet catchy melody makes it a perfect choice for pianists …
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																The “Spanish Dance” is also known as the “Chocolate Dance” in some productions. This dance is characterized by its lively, rhythmic, and spirited nature, reflecting the Spanish culture. Dancers often perform intricate footwork, creating an energetic and engaging display. This dance is often presented as a celebration of Spanish delicacies, particularly chocolate. The dancers may mimic the act of breaking …
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																“Fum, Fum, Fum” is a traditional Christmas carol that originated in Catalonia, a region in northeastern Spain. The lyrics of the carol are simple and joyful. The word “fum” means “smoke” in Catalan, and the repeated “fum, fum, fum” in the song is often interpreted as an onomatopoeic representation of a drum or a strumming sound. The carol typically celebrates …

                                                            

																												                                                    

												                                            

                                        

                                    

                                																	                                    
                                        
                                            
												
												                                                
													
													                                                        
                                                            The Night Before Christmas
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																“The Night Before Christmas” also known as “A Visit from St. Nicholas,” is a famous poem written by Clement Clarke Moore. It was first published anonymously in 1823 and has since become a beloved and iconic Christmas poem. The poem is known for its depiction of Santa Claus and his reindeer on Christmas Eve, as they deliver presents to children. …
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																“The Shepherds at the Manger” is a beautiful and evocative piece of classical music composed by the Hungarian composer Franz Liszt. This composition is part of his larger work known as “The Christmas Tree” (Weihnachtsbaum), which consists of a set of 12 short piano pieces. Each piece in this collection is inspired by various aspects of the Christmas season. “The …
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																“Gaudete” is a sacred Christmas carol that has its origins in Latin liturgical music. The word “Gaudete” means “Rejoice” in Latin, and the carol is often associated with the Advent season, which is the period of preparation and anticipation leading up to Christmas. While “Gaudete” may seem intimidating at first glance, it is accessible to pianists with a moderate to …
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