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“Angels We Have Heard on High” is a traditional Christmas carol with French origins. The English lyrics were written by James Chadwick, an English Roman Catholic bishop, in the mid-19th century. The music for “Angels We Have Heard on High” is based on the traditional French melody of “Gloria in excelsis Deo,” which means “Glory to God in the Highest.” The tune is bright and uplifting, perfectly matching the jubilant message of the angels. 




“Angels We Have Heard on High” is approachable for pianists with an intermediate to advanced skill level. While the melody is relatively straightforward, capturing the song’s true essence involves navigating through various chords and harmonies. A pianist should be comfortable with playing in different keys, handling syncopated rhythms, and expressing dynamic nuances to convey the carol’s joyful spirit effectively.
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                                                            It’s Beginning To Look Like Christmas
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																“It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas” is a popular Christmas song written by Meredith Willson. The song was originally composed in 1951 and has been performed by numerous artists over the years. It has become a classic holiday tune that is widely recognized and loved during the Christmas season.

                                                            

																												                                                    

												                                            

                                        

                                    

                                																	                                    
                                        
                                            
												
												                                                
													
													                                                        
                                                            Carol of Jesus Child
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																In the vast tapestry of Christmas carols, few compositions resonate as beautifully and timelessly as Herbert Hughes’ “Carol of Jesus Child.” This enchanting piece, originally written for voice and piano, captures the essence of the holiday season with its evocative melodies and tender harmonies. Today, let’s explore the charm of this carol and discuss the skill level required for pianists …

                                                            

																												                                                    

												                                            

                                        

                                    

                                																	                                    
                                        
                                            
												
												                                                
													
													                                                        
                                                            Song of the Bagpipers
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																“Song of the Bagpipers” in Neapolitan is known as “Canzone dei Zampognari.” This traditional Neapolitan Christmas song is often associated with the image of bagpipers playing festive music during the holiday season in Southern Italy. Due to the technical demands and nuanced expression required, “Song of the Bagpipers” is best suited for intermediate to advanced pianists. A solid understanding of …

                                                            

																												                                                    

												                                            

                                        

                                    

                                																	                                    
                                        
                                            
												
												                                                
													
													                                                        
                                                            The Christmas Song
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																“The Christmas Song” is a classic Christmas song written by Mel Tormé and Bob Wells. It was first composed in 1945 and has since become one of the most iconic and beloved Christmas songs of all time. The song is also known by its opening line, “Chestnuts roasting on an open fire.” The original version of “The Christmas Song” is …

                                                            

																												                                                    

												                                            

                                        

                                    

                                																	                                    
                                        
                                            
												
												                                                
													
													                                                        
                                                            Go Tell It on The Mountain
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																“Go Tell It on the Mountain” is a traditional African-American spiritual and Christmas gospel song that has become a well-loved and widely performed piece. It is believed to have roots in the African-American slave tradition, where enslaved individuals used music to express their faith and communicate messages. The lyrics convey the message of proclaiming the news of the birth of …

                                                            

																												                                                    

												                                            

                                        

                                    

                                																	                                    
                                        
                                            
												
												                                                
													
													                                                        
                                                            A Great and Mighty Wonder
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																“A Great and Mighty Wonder” is a hymn with lyrics written by St. Germanus, Bishop of Constantinople, in the 7th century. The hymn reflects on the miraculous nature of the Incarnation, celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ. The text has been translated into English by various authors, and the melody is often associated with the German hymn “Es ist ein …
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																“The Twelve Days of Christmas” is a traditional English Christmas carol that dates back to the 18th century. The song is cumulative in nature, with each verse adding a new gift to the list. It is believed to have originated in France before coming to England and has become one of the most well-known and enduring Christmas songs. The song …

                                                            

																												                                                    

												                                            

                                        

                                    

                                																	                                    
                                        
                                            
												
												                                                
													
													                                                        
                                                            Liszt – An Old Christmas Carol
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																Franz Liszt’s “An Old Christmas Carol” is a charming and evocative piano composition. It is a part of Liszt’s larger work, “Weihnachtsbaum” (The Christmas Tree), which is a collection of 12 short piano pieces, each inspired by various aspects of the Christmas season. The composition itself is characterized by its melodic richness and harmonic depth. Liszt weaves a familiar Christmas …

                                                            

																												                                                    

												                                            

                                        

                                    

                                																	                                    
                                        
                                            
												
												                                                
													
													                                                        
                                                            Rockin Around The Christmas Tree
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																“Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree” is a popular Christmas song written by Johnny Marks. It was first recorded by Brenda Lee in 1958 when she was just 13 years old, and it has since become a holiday classic. The song’s lively and upbeat melody, combined with its lyrics about holiday festivities and dancing, makes it a fun and festive addition …

                                                            

																												                                                    

												                                            

                                        

                                    

                                																	                                    
                                        
                                            
												
												                                                
													
													                                                        
                                                            Rise Up Shepherds and Follow
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																The authorship of “Rise Up, Shepherds, and Follow” is not definitively attributed to a single individual, as it is a traditional African-American spiritual that has been passed down through generations. The song tells the story of the shepherds’ journey to witness the birth of Jesus and encourages others to follow in their footsteps. While the technical demands of “Rise Up …
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																Liszt’s “Slumber Song” is a lovely and tranquil piano composition that showcases the composer’s ability to create delicate and melodic pieces. Although Liszt is often associated with virtuosic and dramatic works, “Slumber Song” is a departure from his more grandiose style, offering a gentle and soothing musical experience. This composition is part of Liszt’s collection titled “Weihnachtsbaum” (The Christmas Tree), …
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																“Sing, O Sing, This Blessed Morn” is a traditional Christmas carol that has been adapted for the piano. Its jubilant and uplifting tune resonates with the joy and celebration of the holiday season, making it a perfect addition to your repertoire during Christmas gatherings or solo performances. The piece is characterized by its cheerful melody, adorned with lively rhythms and …
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																“In the Bleak Midwinter” is a Christmas carol that was written by the English poet Christina Rossetti. It was first published in 1872 as part of a collection of her poems titled “Goblin Market and Other Poems.” The poem has since been set to music by several composers, but the most famous musical setting was composed by Gustav Holst in …

                                                            

																												                                                    

												                                            

                                        

                                    

                                																	                                    
                                        
                                            
												
												                                                
													
													                                                        
                                                            Winter Wonderland
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																“Winter Wonderland” is a popular Christmas song written by Felix Bernard and Richard B. Smith. It was first published in 1934 and has since become a classic holiday tune. The song paints a festive picture of a winter scene and captures the joy and magic of the holiday season. The original version of “Winter Wonderland” is well-suited for pianists with …

                                                            

																												                                                    

												                                            

                                        

                                    

                                																	                                    
                                        
                                            
												
												                                                
													
													                                                        
                                                            Tchaikovsky – March from Nutcracker
                                                        

													
													
																										
                                                


												                                                    
														                                                            
																Tchaikovsky’s March from the Nutcracker is a spirited composition characterized by its brisk tempo, playful dynamics, and captivating melodies. The piece captures the essence of a grand procession, making it an ideal choice for pianists who want to showcase their technical prowess and musical expression. The lively nature of the March, combined with Tchaikovsky’s brilliant orchestration, translates seamlessly to the …
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